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BSC BRIEFING 26 Pebruary 1953
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INDORES 1A

Bowbings and blockading of dissident strongholds in Sumatra and
Rorth Celebes rcgra#aats first effort by Diskarta to BuUppress
dissidents a2 quickly as possible by all available wmemns.

A,

B.

C.

Attacks have knocked out rebel radtos in Padang and Bukittiagg:,
both in Central Sumatra, sad iz Nemado, North Celebes,

Limited naval blockade has had some effect in obstructing rebel
barter irade,

Central goverament grouad troops have not yet been used.

Docision to use force undoubtedly wade by Sukarmno who returned 18
Feb and announced intention to crush rebellion 21 February,

&,

B.

C.

Cabinet on 20 Pebruary gave Sukarno full power te deal with
Situntion and to use force i7f necessary.

Sukarno unlikely to make any political or economic concessions
to dissidents uatil they are defeatsd or sarreader.

Djusnda has stated privately that he fears Struggle will be pro-
longed and perhaps inconclusive, but backs Sukarao end will aot
resign,

Sukarmo, is reported relying on his politieal strength in Java to

Ssanction his moves, and is whipping up support for wilitary campaigs

in holy nawe of nationsliswm,

A,

He bas gained dominance over Javanase eloments of Nahdlatul Flaw: ?
(¥0) and Netional Party (PNI) and is working on Javanese Masjuwi. |

Army review(s) completed.

Approved For|Release 2003/10/21 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000900060029-1




25X1

B.

Approved For Retease-2003/46/24——CHA-RBP79R606890A000900060029-1

Several commanders in other areas bave reiterated thair loyaliy
to Djakerta; these include commanders in Borneo, South Celebes,
the Lesser Buadas, the Noluccas, and North Sumsatra.

1. Sowe of their statements have been rather vague but frowm

% Bjakarta's point of view, at lsast they are not supporting
2’X1 rebels,
|
f v. Rebels so far have not received support Irom other areas in Sumwntra,
particulariy Atjeh in north, and South Sumatra, on which they had
counted,

A. Bowever, Barlian in South Sumutra has made 1t clemr that he will
not pereit govt troops to move through his command against the
rebels.

B. The Atjehnese as yet have wade no move, but Djakarta fears thev
may atiack Medan, which is pro-Djskarta, 17 the lattes inicinter

| 25X1 ground operations against Central Sumatra.

i
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¥i. Makassar Straits incident probably will raise wore iukarnmo wrath,
A. ©On 20 February Dutch destroyer claimed it was fired oo by forme:-
Butch n#rchant vessel now under Indonasian captain and crew,
Butch boarded and disarmed merchantwen, and took ship to Duteh
Hew Guinesn,
B, Though silent so far, Indonesians probably will cite this
incident as well as Sumatran revolt as evidence of Westera

interference in Indonesian affairs,
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BACIGROURD ON INDONESIA

Estimated orientation of Battalions in Sumatra, based on G-2 date,

I,

Ix.

IlI.

Iv.

Atjen li}.itnl Bistrict-~Cf four infantry battaliens, three asre

estimnted to be sympathetic te the dissldents, and ome io be
pro-Diakarta,

¥orth Bumatrs ﬂiliﬁ{zl‘Bistriet--ﬁf eight infantry battalions,
five are estimated to be sympathetic to the disaidents, one to

be pro-diseident, ome to be pro-Djakaria, and one aeutral,
The artillery battalion angd the cavalry battalion are believed

Central Sumatra I&liﬁlgg District--All four infantry battalions

are pro-dissident,
South Sumestrs Military District-——0f twelve infaatry butitalions,

eight are estimated to be sympathetic to the dissidents, three

to be neutral, and one to be pro-Djakarta., The cavalry
battalion is estimated to be sympathetic to the digsidenis,
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